
Parang mga bituin, hanap ng mga nakatingala’y masilayan kung alin sa mga ito ang papagitna’t magniningning. Pero 
para sa Barangay Maharlika, isang bagong likhang barangay sa City of San Pedro, Laguna, isang Jay Ting dapat.  
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That in every thing ye are enriched by him, in all 
utterance, and in all knowledge; --- 1 Corinthians 1:5 
(KJV) 
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Nobody knows Kamao stalwarts would join the fray; 

Barangay Maharlika ultimately chooses them anyway 
 

SAN PEDRO CITY, Laguna – A tattooed man, who is very much visible in sporting events playing, coaching, 

managing young amateur basketball teams notwithstanding his higher education here and abroad, won over a 

businessman in a two-way Philippine Commission on Elections-sanctioned contest for Punong Barangay, while his 

Team Kamao grabbed almost all the positions available in Maharlika’s first election of barangay officials last May 14 at 

the Chrysanthemum Elementary School in Laguna province’s new city. 

 

Mega Scene (ISSN: 2508-0458) 

“A month prior to the election, nobody knew… neither did I know I was running for Barangay Captain,” Jay Ting 

says in an interview May 18 in front of his residence in Sheet 2, Adelina Complex 2, San Pedro City, Laguna. 

Ting’s complete slate of Sangguniang Kabataan and SK Chairman triumphed, too. His Team Kamao also garnered slots 

in Sangguniang Barangay even as Nida Lojo topped the polls among Kagawads, though she was from Team 

Resplandor. 
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The newly elected officials formally assume their posts on June30. 

Insofar as the Department of Budget and Management is concerned, there was zero budget allocation for Barangay 

Maharlika and six other newly-created barangays (mother Barangay San Vicente got budget cuts). It won’t be the same 

next year. That’s the dynamics of Maharlika’s barangay governance early on, and Ting says he would gamely deliver 

with God’s help. 

Should Barangay Hall be erected near the Tabora area since it is between Adelina 2 and Olympia? Ting may see it as an 

option. Another option, according to Ting, is that he may temporarily use his residence as an office. The best option – 

since Maharlika has yet to have a budget (please see DILG Opinion No. 12, S. 2017, pages 6-11) – is to take office in 

the Adelina 2 plaza where Maharlika Satellite Office of Barangay San Vicente has been (and still is) housed, Ting says in 

an interview for a social research.  

MAHARLIKA UNA BAGO 

SARILI (‘Barangay first before 

oneself’), declares Team Kamao 

led by the eventual winner for 

the high position of service, Jay 

Ting, in his black-and-white flyer 

that also highlighted his 

educational and professional 

background. Residents would 

later elect Ting over the much-

prepared candidate and 

earstwhile favorite in a pre-

election survey, Adelina 2 & 2-A 

homeowners association’s long-

time officer Ben Resplandor. 

Team Resplandor’s Nida Lojo 

(below) would later be elected as 

No. 1 Kagawad. 

 

Mega Scene (ISSN: 2508-0458) 
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Interestingly, Ting was able to complete the slate for Sangguniang Kabataan under his Team Kamao running 

unopposed. It's déjà vu for villagers whose Adelina 2 & 2-A homeowners association officers at times get elected 

without an opposition participating. So 

local political observers keep on asking: 

Are villagers from gated subdivisions true 

to their form as the sleeping giant? 

(Speaking of non-participation, President 

Duterte’s barangay brand of diplomacy 

was demonstrated when he didn’t go out 

in his Davao City residence, skipping 

Barangay and SK Elections. It’s purely 

political and his related statement was: 

“Everyone who ran is my friend. Almost 

all were my supporters during the last 

election, and they would never believe I 

voted for them or didn't, so I think the 

better option is just skip the voting. I 

didn't want them to have doubts.”) 

TO MAKE IT TRULY HISTORIC 

New barangays in the Philippines must 

learn a lesson on systems thinking for, in 

SENIORS pose for posterity after going out of their residences to 

cast ballots in their respective polling precincts in Chrysanthemum 

Elementary School. 
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the absence of it, local decision making could be myopic and short-term. This happens because local decision makers 

fail to see the interdependencies by which their actions affect others outside their local spheres with award-winning 

The Fifth Discipline author Peter Senge making an extensive note of this. 

There is a systems archetype, he says, that is relevant for making localness work. It defines situations; what’s right for 

each part may be wrong for the 

whole. It goes straight to the 

problems where logical local 

decision making may be illogical for 

the larger system. 

Barangay Maharlika is under a 

systems thinking-inspired study, 

with a Department of Interior and 

Local Government web content 

pointing to it weeks ago (Google: 

“San Pedro City’s newest barangay 

to elect first set of officials”). 

A LEARNING BARANGAY? 

Maharlika is a promising barangay 

composed of four largely middle-

class villages in the City of San 

Pedro, Laguna. It is newly created 

by law and experienced for the first 

time electing its own officials.  

The way a paper from National 

University in Manila sees it – 

without in any way affecting the 

results of its study – Maharlika “must become a learning barangay with close monitoring of the formative years of this 

‘baby’ unit given the political economy of the local leadership and power, plus the overstretching national leadership.” 

This research offers a 21st century approach in seeing problems and goals as components of larger structures, not as 

isolated events, thereby giving value to the Role of the Barangay, though with limited resources. 

The Systems Thinking sessions being sponsored by NU intend to stir together the residents of the four gated villages, 

asking, among others, whether or not – once the positions of elective and appointive barangay officials are filled for the 

first time, to be followed by Barangay Maharlika’s first clear exercise of its corporate powers – they are confident that 

all matters relating to the organization and operation of this new local government unit will be more responsively and 

accountably taken care of. DC Alviar 

A ‘SECOND LOOK’ AT BARANGAY SEPARATION BUDGET 

Php15,466,132.00 -  the Internal Revenue Allotment 
(IRA) allocated to mother Barangay 
San Vicente in 2017; the actual 
budget as approved by DBM and 
consistent with DILG Opinion Nos. 
50, S. 2015 & 14, S 2016; population 
decreased to 26,129 (POPCEN 2015) 

 

Php56,902,609.00 - the IRA share of 
Barangay San Vicente 
based on its total 
population of 92,092; 
the requested but 
denied budget 

 

Courtesy of Tonite 

In a leading tabloid’s editorial cartoon, barangay officers in charge (by 
appointment rather than election) are in the hot seat. The COMELEC 
spokesman later asked people to exercise critical thinking after barangay 
election postponement after postponement. 

With 

Population 

count 

reduction 

Both 

mother 

brgy & new  

brgys 
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‘NO POPULATION (PER PSA), NO BUDGET’. The Department of Interior and Local Government has 
“appealing” responses (under DILG Opinion No. 12 S. 2017) to Punong Barangay Ma. Rosario Campos’ queries. 
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Enriching learning with a ‘poor’ discourse 

How shall we live? In my studies – I consider myself as a co-learner of my college students, by the way – there is a need 

to understand and evaluate them on their own terms and, most importantly, a need to bring “appeal to the larger social 

concerns in which both the needs and means of accomplishment are contested. (Deetz 1996). Why some Filipinos are 

poor or very poor despite growth reports has remained one of my abiding concerns, one which I chase and work at as I 

embark on knowing what needs to be improved in terms of applying best communication practices in reporting growth 

in the economy. 

The dominant in my substantive area now is discourse of vulnerability. The theoretical tradition that shapes my study 

is the Sociocultural Tradition. By “structure” there is “shared patterns of action and meaning,” making possible mutual 

understanding and coordinated interaction (Craig & Muller, 2007). 

Taking notice that studies like this discourse of vulnerability have social actors and institutional forms trying to solve 

the constant overflowing of every discourse and examining ways where apparent seamlessness and unity of 

communication practices are “resisted” and “transformed” (Mumby 1997), I wanted to get into the bottom of both 

stable and unstable discourses. I’m not quite sure of obtaining “all” possibilities all along and up to the end, but I hope 

my paper would be one for knowledge creation. 

There are loose, weak systems that may or may not be instantly fixed to create such knowledge. It is because, apart 

from impossibility (communication conceived in the vulnerability discourse), politics get in the way as though it is a 

formidable system. We, too, conceive communication in this discourse as political because, like it or not, some are 

more political than others and there are systems in place that do not actually serve all parties. Nonetheless, on the 

development communication response to my perceived problems with those reports and communications by the 

government, that response must be highlighted in my study. 

A tall order perhaps, but this study initially caught me off guard as I wasn’t quite familiar with subjectivity being 

conceived as an effect of communication. Does it mean that I should allow my paper to be incapable of mastering (read: 

circumventing) procedures and rigors of arriving at knowledge? Now with the understanding of the four discourses and 

the Foucauldian sense, I’m through with that false impression. 

For every negative reaction to growth reports 

(well-off people’s reaction excluded), it is 

within my paper’s task to (re)set some 

examining priorities concerning “quantity and 

accuracy of information and causal impact of 

messages” for Filipinos in the Philippines and 

abroad. We may have GDP, GNP, and SONA 

(in relation to growth reports), but the power 

for measuring the impact of government 

programs depends on a modeling capacity of 

the real score in government communication 

and statistics. It is time for a “political 

program” to promote (and communicate) 

good social conditions while “critically 

reflexive communication practices” are 

demonstrated. I’ll put a premium on the flow 

of economic and development information in a bid to practice good development communication. I might be on the 

alert on some form of intellectual dishonesty in those reports, including misleading reports. I’ll also look into 

Truth is you have money. Still, you’re ‘poor’. 
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sociological perspectives as well as some angles on the people’s psychology vis-à-vis their reason why they still believe 

why they are poor or very poor despite growth reports. 

WHEN GENERALIZATION IS MORE PLAUSIBLE 

Some “poor” or “very poor” factors seem to be present, but not in all cases. In this study’s idea of "generalization" (i.e. 

“generalizable in other settings”), I try to recognize inductive argument forms, extending conclusions based on, and 

beyond, the "relevant" data on poverty. Its conclusion is "probable" but if considered "strong" evidence then its 

"generalization" is more plausible. 

Here, returning to the necessary and sufficient condition distinction, factor A (“poor”) may be a sufficient condition for 

factor C. I could hardly rule out some other factor (e.g., B or “very poor”) as being a necessary condition, but for these 

data, in this context, sufficiency is more plausible. 

As correctly pointed out by Byrne (2001), one goal of qualitative research is to enhance the understanding of 

phenomena. We evaluate the research requiring an assessment of the findings for their believability. One criticism is 

that qualitative approaches “fall short” of scientific rigor expectations (Horsburgh, 2003). That the quantitative 

approaches are objective, impartial and value-neutral, ala the Positivism epistemology, has been questioned, and the 

belief that the criteria for evaluation of quantitative research are appropriate in an identical format for evaluation of 

qualitative research is similarly debatable (Strauss & Corbin, 1990; Sandelowski, 1993).  

What is important, however, is that their “differences” are covered by “fundamental principles of any evaluation 

process (which are) are the same” (Horsburgh). 

For Byrne (2001), establishing the credibility of a research method and subsequent findings can be achieved through 

numerous strategies built into data collection and analysis, including but not limited to, observation, interview, and 

document analysis. The last three helped my abstracted paper on an OFW empowerment tool to go smooth research 

sailing and later was considered exemplar of good Master of Development Communation student work. 

Another important thing: 

triangulation for the 

establishment of this “checking 

the poor or very poor 

participants” paper’s credibility. 

For the enhancement of 

triangulation by sources (Carter, 

2014), participant validation of 

accounts may be needed through 

the interactive nature of an 

informal interview that 

facilitates the asking of 

questions by the interviewer to 

ensure the individual 

participant’s perception is 

identified and clarified 

(Horsburgh, 2003). For the third 

criterion, description of context, 

active acknowledgement of the 

effect a description of the social 

context may have in facilitating 

VULNERABLE TO A LOT OF INQUIRIES. What it means to be polling 
precinct-less, how the life (or lives as it turns out) of ‘precinctlessness’ is 
lived, and what narratives are external to the precinct-less.       DC Alviar 
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or inhibiting participants’ actions is required to place the data which is obtained from them within a wider context 

(Horsburgh, 2003). The last criterion requires attention to lay knowledge and that, within a study, the participants own 

perspectives are accorded an equivalent importance to those of “experts” (Popay et al., l998). 

I opt not to situate this study in the other discourses. They may not individually serve as scaffolding for this study. 

Representation deals with subject (knower) separated from object (to be known), and scientific method; 

Understanding is dialogical, symbolic, has interpretivism, understanding the lived world, and surface level; and 

Suspicion, which is the same as understanding but differs in knowledge produced, and has deeper level power 

structure. This particular discourse of vulnerability, however, has existing knowledge (measurable growth and related 

rates) that is "vulnerable" to a lot of inquiries like the following (Anderson, 2008): “For the past three years, I have 

been working to learn about the homeless, to understand the narrative of homelessness, the narratives of the homeless, 

and the narratives that surround and situate the homeless. These are three different constructions. The first is directed 

toward developing an understanding of what it means to be homeless. The second is concerned with how the life (or 

lives as it turns out) of homelessness is lived. And the third focuses on the narratives that are external to the homeless. 

They break two ways: The surrounding narratives look at the way the homeless are described and understood by those 

of us who cross the threshold of a home each day, and the situating narratives look at the justifications for individual 

and institutional actions that affect the homeless… These interests mark off several different groups of people and types 

of texts for engagement. To get to the meaning of homelessness and the lives that are led in it, I needed to be with the 

homeless. To get to the surrounding narratives of the domesticated, I needed to talk with them and examine how 

homelessness is dealt with in the press and popular media. And finally, to get to the situating narratives, I needed to 

talk with agencies, social workers, police, legislators, and the like and to investigate legislation, policies, rules, and 

regulation that would govern the actions of the homeless.” 

The keyword there is to “investigate” (something deeper than questioning). That is why I opt not to situate this study in 

the other discourses. DC Alviar 

 

Examining Corruption 

Last May was the month of election for the local government 

positions and I was reminded once again by the newspaper of the 

endless motives for corruption of our officials. It seems that 

corruption has been one of the oldest and greatest problems in 

human history. The old Roman empire suffered because of it. 

Writers, storytellers, and orators such as Horace, Cicero, and Virgil 

were so distressed by it that they even used it as their major 

themes. Even the ancient Chinese dynasties were plagued by it that 

Mencius and other scholars and writers tried to advise people in 

power. Our very own Philippine history may very well contain 

several instances of corruption. From the documented events of the 

Spanish period all the way up to contemporary times, we have 

learned how corruption brought about betrayals, downfalls, and ultimately, the suffering of the country’s people. 

 
When I was in my college years having subjects in philosophy, I encountered the phrase “corruption of the youth” by 
learning that it was one of the two charges against Socrates, the first great philosopher of Greece. At that time, I 
suppose people merely followed the existing authority, structures, and systems of society and it was Socrates who 
challenged these ideas. I do not think it was out of defiance. Rather, he realized that he was not satisfied with the 
conclusion that “things are the way they are because it has been like that since the beginning.” He wanted to find out 
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why things are the way they are, should things 
remain the same or be changed and why, and 
many more. He was an examiner of thoughts 
and feelings. When people learn to think like 
that, they start to examine themselves, their 
lives, as well as others’ and the things imposed 
on them. Again, it is possible that these were 
not done out of defiance but more a living 
testimony to Socrates’ adage “the unexamined 
life is not worth living (for human beings).” 
Nevertheless, when people learn to question, 
they learn to challenge the authority. I suppose 
this was what their government did not take to 
a liking. 
 
I think corruption is synonymous to 
temptation. We may disagree that Socrates 
corrupted the youth, in fact, in our modern day 
and highly-educated society, we thank him for 

educating others which became the foundations of what we are today. For many of us, he empowered the youth. 
Nevertheless, the government at that time may have thought that he imbibed a dangerous principle and way of 
thinking in others that brought forward new challenges in their governance. To paraphrase the charge given to him, it 
is that he tempted others into insubordination. 
 
Corruption as temptation can come in various forms but generally, it aims to discard our concern for others to 
capitalize on personal interest. It often comes out as someone gaining from a transaction while others suffer. This is 
because the temptation to have more is there. The temptation shines so bright it cast the welfare of others to the 
shadows. Think of how the country could have been prospering by now without the bribery, embezzlement, etc. Our 
trains could have still been in top condition, more railways could have been built and properly planned, disaster 
survivors could have recovered faster. 
 
I do not know if this is a problem of the capitalist society or if it exists in other forms of society such as the socialist. 
Scandinavian countries are among the leading socialist countries in the world. Whether or not there is any level of 
corruption there, the citizens there are proud to pay their high taxes, unlike us in the 
Philippines who complain about all forms of taxes and prefer to evade them. 
Scandinavians enjoy free healthcare and education, clean air, efficient transportation, 
and safe environment among others. Truly, these are some things we can only hope 
for as of now and there is a lot to learn from them. In Bowen’s (2016) opinion article 
in Las Vegas Review-Journal, the state’s leading newspaper, his research revealed 
that the Nordic norms that benefited them as a country and as citizens “include hard 
work, honesty, a strong civil society and an ethic of cooperation and volunteerism.” 
 
While we as Filipinos are known to be hardworking, resilient, honest, and hospitable 
people, I think there is still a lot of room for improvement in terms of having a sense 
of unity as a civil society and developing strong ethic of cooperation and 
volunteerism. The Philippines is among the countries with the most number of 
nongovernmental organizations, but funds are perpetually short. When government 
officials and/or private companies choose cars, properties, and lifestyles and 
disregard the welfare of the very people they serve, when they disrespect people’s 
identity and culture, when they do not care how many and how long they have been 
waiting in line, what does it say to the public? When individuals do not care about 
their surroundings by vandalizing and littering, when they do not care who is leading 
their community for as long as they get preferential treatment, what does it say about 
themselves? I believe we as citizens should take a closer look at ourselves because if 
we want improvement, if we want to learn from Scandinavians, then we should 
“change the man in the mirror.” AE Tong 

DC Alviar | Mega Scene (ISSN: 2508-0458) 
Endless motives for corruption of our officials? It’s true that after so 
many polls, our standards haven’t gone up. There’s no time for despair, 
though, for Marilao voters in this photo taken early morning of May 14. 

Courtesy of Allforloveblog 
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Department of Education: The so-called “usual problems are now unusual challenges.” 
 

DepEd welcomes new school year, ensures  
nurturing environment for learners 

 
PASIG CITY, June 6, 2018 – Department of Education (DepEd) Secretary Leonor Magtolis Briones spearheaded the 
opening of School Year (SY) 2018-2019 by personally visiting schools and ensuring that learners are accommodated in a 
conducive, nurturing, safe, and motivating environment.  
  
The Education chief first led the flag raising ceremony of DepEd Central Office at the Bulwagan ng Karunungan in Pasig 
City on June 4, where she expressed her gratitude to all employees for their contribution in the Department ’s 
accomplishments. 
  
Peaceful, successful opening  
 
The Secretary of Education assured the public that the opening of classes has been generally peaceful and successful, 
primarily because of the preparations conducted by the Department – from the Central, down to the Regional and 
Division Offices, and the schools. 
  
She also told DepEd employees that the Department is all geared up to face another school year: “Ire-remind ko kayong 
lahat na kung one percent ay hindi ready, hindi ibig sabihin, iyong buong educational system ay hindi ready, dahil ready 
tayo.” 
  
“Ginagawa ng ating pamahalaan, ginagawa ng ating mga parents, teachers, mga grupo, civil society organizations, 
simbahan, ang lahat para maging maayos, maging exciting ang pag-aaral ninyo,” Briones addressed the learners of 
Quezon City High School, which she visited in the morning of June 4. 



Vol 2 Issue 4 | Mega Scene | megamanilascene.wordpress.com 

 

17 

   

 

Efficiency, positivity  
 
The Department is also positive that it has been handling challenges in an efficient manner, even in the National Capital 
Region (NCR) which is dealing with continuous migration and overpopulation. 
  
This is especially true with the case of Bagong Diwa Elementary School (BDES) in Manila, wherein its 51-year-old 
building with 19 classrooms constructed by the local government, was recommended for condemnation based on the 
structural analysis conducted by the Japan International Cooperation Agency. As a result, the approximately 1,057 
Kindergarten to Grade 6 learners from the said school are being accommodated in the nearby Jacinto Zamora Elementary 
School (JZES) since February 2018. 
  
Given its spacious land area and facilities, JZES was able to lend its three–story, 20-classroom building to BDES learners 
while still maintaining the ideal class size. 
  
“At saka iyong identities ng dalawang schools are also respected kasi dalawang principals, dalawang sets of students, and 
so on. At hindi naman masyadong na-i-inconvenience ang mga bata dahil magkalapit lamang. So example ito on how we 
respond to challenges and issues, and still promote efficiency,” Briones further opined during her media interview at 
JZES, which she visited on June 5. 
  
JZES is said to be only some 500 meters away from BDES, and while they now share the same compound, the two schools 
also have their separate entrance/exit. 
  
“This is really a question of efficiency and maximum utilization of resources,” Briones emphasized.  
  
Safety first  
 
The move is also part of the Department’s mandate to ensure the safety and well-being of learners. 
  
“Itong sa dalawang schools na ito, alam naman natin na iyong isa ay already declared na talagang i-de-demolish kasi it's 
in a danger zone, kasi we cannot gamble with the children's safety,” Briones mentioned. 
  
Undersecretary for Administration Alain Del B. Pascua also mentioned that the construction of the new four–story, 24-
classroom building at BDES will take about 225 days. Demolition work will commence once the permit is issued, since 
the land is a property of the local government. 
  
“The target is that the construction shall be finished before the start of SY 2019-2020,” Pascua shared. 
  
From usual problems to unusual challenges  

Briones lauded the efforts of DepEd-NCR, led by OIC Regional Director 
Wilfredo A. Cabral, the Schools Division of Manila, led by Superintendent 
Jenilyn Rose B. Corpuz, and the principals of JZES and BDES, Agustin P. 
Baldicañas and Jocelyn T. Carlos, in ensuring that the learners are 
comfortable while the ideal classroom to learner ratio is being maintained. 
  
“We have two ways of looking at it. One way is to look at it as a crisis, as an 
example of bad management on the part of the Department of Education, but 
you can also look at it as a way of meeting immediately challenges about 
space, about increased enrollment, about issues like climate change and all 
these things which are beyond the control of DepEd itself. It's how we 
respond to it,” the Secretary pointed out. 
  
She further called on everyone to help the Department in allaying 
misconceptions about the education sector, and emphasized that the so-
called “usual problems are now unusual challenges.” 

http://www.deped.gov.ph/press-releases 

http://www.deped.gov.ph/press-releases
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ACTION CENTER launched May 21 to June 8 at DepEd’s Bulwagan 

ng Karunungan in Pasig for the June 4 school opening.

 
PNP’s Highway Patrol Group (HPG) and the Land Transportation 

Office (LTO) must clear up their conflict in enforcing laws and 

regulations for gadgets attached to motorcycles.

RAINBOW (seen in Baguio City) should prompt consumers to expect prices of vegetables to go up as the rainy season 

continues. 

Makilahok sa 

responsableng citizen 

journalism. Hatid din 

natin dito’y 

komunikasyong 

pangkaunlaran dahil 

kung basta diseminasyon 

ng impormasyon, nauulit 

lang natin ang trabaho 

ng marami sa atin. 

 

megamanilascene. 
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Mga pangkaunlarang 
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