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“I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, 
intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; 
For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet 
and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty.” --- 1 Timothy 2:1-2 
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Pinanganak sa Bisaya, Lumaki’t Nag-
Mayor sa Mindanao, Bagong Pangulo 

 
DC Alviar 

 

MANILA – Taas-kanang-kamay, hawak sa kabila ang bibliya, at sumumpa ngayong araw na maglilingkod bilang 

bagong Pangulo ng Pilipinas na may banggit pang ―kasihan nawa ako ng Diyos‖ si dating Davao City Mayor Rodrigo 

Duterte na pinanganak sa Leyte sa Eastern Visayas, 

kumuha ng abogasya sa Maynila at nakilala sa 

mundo bilang nagpaparusa at palamura ngunit 

palaban na lingkod-bayan sa puro digmaang 

Mindanao. (Raising his right hand and holding a 

bible on the other, former Davao City Mayor 

Rodrigo Duterte took his oath today with a 

mention of “so help me God” as President of the 

Philippines, who was born in Leyte in Eastern 

Visayas, took up law studies in Manila, and earned 

worldwide reputations as The Punisher and foul-

mouthed but strong public servant in war-torn 

Mindanao.) 

Sa harap ng ilang nakaalitang mamamahayag mula 

Metro Davao hanggang Mega Manila,…SUNDAN 

SA PAHINA 1 mga kasapi ng pandaigdigang 

komunidad, mahihirap at mayayaman, pamilya, at 

mga tagasuporta, mariing sinabi ni Pangulong 

Duterte na malapit na malapit na ang huling araw 

ng mga tulak ng droga, kriminal, at kurakot, at sa 

kabuuan, ika nga niya sa nakaraang kampanya 

noong halalan, ―Paparating na ang pagbabago.‖ 

(Before a crowd of journalists from Metro Davao 

to Mega Manila who were a subject of his recent 

tirades, members of the international community, 

rich and poor people, members of his family, and 

supporters, President Duterte strongly declared 

that the days would very nearly be over for drug 

lords, criminals, and corrupt officials and, on the 

whole, as taken from his election campaign slogan, 

“Change is coming.”) 

Siya rin mismo, mayroon o nagkaroon na ng 

tinatawag niyang ―metamorphosis‖. [He said that 

he himself had (will have) “metamorphosis”.] 

Mas malalim ang ibig patungkulan ni Pangulong Duterte hinggil sa kanyang sarili nang sabihin niya iyon, dahil mas 

alam ng tao na ang metamorphosis ay ang pagpapalit-anyo gaya ng sa paru-paro magmula higad. (President Duterte 

 

Kuha mula sa: http://pcoo.gov.ph 
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alludes to something deeper to understand with respect to his personal change, as what man knows well about 

metamorphosis is that of a transmutation like a caterpillar becoming a butterfly.) 

Nakakuha ang okasyon sa Malacañan ng masisigabong palakpakan mula sa mga dumalo, ilan sa kanila‟y nakasuot 

pa ng DU30, at mga positibong reaksyon sa mga tumutok ng mga ulat buhat sa radyo, TV at social media. (The 

Malacañan occasion drew several ovations from attendees, some donning DU30 shirts, and positive reactions from 

those who tuned in on live radio, TV and social media coverage.) 

Sa sinasabing nakita nilang talino, tapang, political will, at uri ng pinunong higit sa mga karaniwang pulitiko sa bansa 

tulad ng kalidad ni Pangulong Duterte, ang naipangakong pagbabagong panlipunan sa kanilang harapan ay hindi 

mabibigo at ang kailangan lang daw, makipagtulungan sa pamahalaan ang taumbayan. (They said that with 

intelligence, toughness, political will, and a kind of leader far different from traditional politicians that they saw in 

President Duterte, the promise of social change made before them will not be broken and, according to them, it only 

requires people to help the government.) 

Labing-anim na milyong boto noong ika-9 ng Mayo ang nagluklok sa pwesto kay Pangulong Duterte ng PDP-Laban. 

Sinundan siya ni administration standard-bearer at dating Interior and Local Government Secretary Mar Roxas 

(Liberal Party), Senadora Grade Poe-Llamanzares (Independente), Pangalawang Pangulong Jejomar Binay (UNA), at 

Senadora Miriam Defensor-Santiago (People‘s Reform Party). [Sixteen million votes on May 9 catapulted President 

Duterte (PDP-Laban) into power. He was followed by administration standard-bearer and former Interior and 

Local Government Secretary Mar Roxas (Liberal Party), Senator Grace Poe-Llmanzares (Independent), Vice 

President Jejomar Binay (UNA), and Senator Miriam Defensor-Santiago (People‟s Reform Party)] 

Pinanumpa ang kandidato ng Liberal Party na si Leni Robredo, isang manananggol tulad ni Pangulong Duterte, bilang 

ganap na halal na Pangalawang Pangulo. Nanalo ang dating kongresista at asawa ng yumaong dating DILG Secretary 

Jessie Robredo nang may kaunting lamang sa kanyang katunggaling si Senador Ferdinand Marcos Jr. (Liberal Party 

candidate Leni Robredo, a lawyer like President Duterte, was sworn in as duly elected Vice President. The former 

congresswoman and widow of former DILG Secretary Jessie Robredo won by a slim margin over Senator Ferdinand 

Marcos Jr.) 

Taimtim at mahusay na naisalin ng papaalis na Pangulong Benigno Aquino III ang kapangyarihan sa bagong punong 

ehekutibo ng bansa. (Outgoing President Benigno Aquino III “smoothly” and “efficiently” transferred power to the 

country‟s new chief executive.)  
___________________________________________ 

BAHA NG BARYA. Isang araw 

bago ang inagurasyon ni Pangulong 

Duterte, binaha nang bahagya ang 

Taft Avenue, Ermita sa Maynila 

dahilan upang makatulong sa 

papatawid na mga pasahero ang 

isang pedicab driver. Bonus na 

lamang sa pagtulong niya ang 

mahulugan ang kanyang baso ng 

palima-limang piso. Sumunod na 

araw, tila nakiisa ang panahon nang 

hindi umulan, at nakapanood pa 

siya ng inagurasyon. 
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MAY SANGA NG OLIBO. Hiwalay ang panunumpa ni VP Leni Robredo sa Quezon City Reception House pagsapit 

ng umaga ng ika-30 ng Hunyo, halos tatlong oras ang pagitan sa inagurasyon ng Pangulo sa Rizal Hall ng Palasyo ng 

Malacañan sa Maynila. Ayon sa political scientist na si Cleve Arguelles, bilib ang marami kay Robredo dahil hindi siya 

nagmula sa isang political dynasty na labag sa Saligang Batas. Sa kanyang talumpati‘y may mga salita rin ng 

pagkakasundo ang Pangalawang Pangulo sa makakatuwang niyang si Pangulong Duterte. 

 

Inaugural Address of President Rodrigo Duterte 
Oath-taking of the President of the Philippines 

Malacañang Palace | June 30, 2016 
 
President Fidel Ramos, sir, salamat po sa tulong mo (thank you for your help) making me President; President Joseph 
Ejercito Estrada; Senate President Franklin Drilon and the members of the Senate; Speaker Feliciano Belmonte and the 
members of the House of Representatives; Chief Justice Maria Lourdes Sereno and Associate Justices of the Supreme 
Court; His Excellency Guiseppe Pinto and the members of the Diplomatic Corps; incoming members of the Cabinet; 
fellow workers in government; my fellow countrymen. 
 
No leader, however strong, can succeed at anything of national importance or significance unless he has the support 
and cooperation of the people he is tasked to lead and sworn to serve. 
 
It is the people from whom democratic governments draw strength and this administration is no exception. That is why 
we have to listen to the murmurings of the people, feel their pulse, supply their needs and fortify their faith and trust in 
us whom they elected to public office. 
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There are many amongst us who advance the assessment that the problems that bedevil our country today which need 
to be addressed with urgency, are corruption, both in the high and low echelons of government, criminality in the 
streets, and the rampant sale of illegal drugs in all strata of Philippine society and the breakdown of law and order. 
True, but not absolutely so. For I see these ills as mere symptoms of a virulent social disease that creeps and cuts into 
the moral fiber of Philippine society. I sense a problem deeper and more serious than any of those mentioned or all of 
them put together. But of course, it is not to say that we will ignore them because they have to be stopped by all means 
that the law allows. 
 

―No leader, however strong, can succeed at anything of national 
importance or significance unless he has the support and 
cooperation of the people he is tasked to lead and sworn to serve.‖ 
 
Erosion of faith and trust in government – that is the real problem that confronts us. Resulting therefrom, I see the 
erosion of the people‘s trust in our country‘s leaders; the erosion of faith in our judicial system; the erosion of 
confidence in the capacity of our public servants to make the people‘s lives better, safer and healthier. 
Indeed, ours is a problem that dampens the human spirit. But all is not lost. 
I know that there are those who do not approve of my methods of fighting criminality, the sale and use of illegal drugs 
and corruption. They say that my methods are unorthodox and verge on the illegal. In response let me say this: 
 
I have seen how corruption bled the government of funds, which were allocated for the use in uplifting the poor from 
the mire that they are in. 
 
I have seen how illegal drugs destroyed individuals and ruined family relationships. 
 
I have seen how criminality, by means all foul, snatched from the innocent and the unsuspecting, the years and years of 
accumulated savings. Years of toil and then, suddenly, they are back to where they started. 
 
Look at this from that perspective and tell me that I am wrong. 
 
In this fight, I ask Congress and the Commission on Human Rights and all others who are similarly situated to allow us 

a level of governance that is consistent to our mandate. The 
fight will be relentless and it will be sustained. 
 
As a lawyer and a former prosecutor, I know the limits of the 
power and authority of the president. I know what is legal and 
what is not. 
 

―I know that there are those who 
do not approve of my methods of 
fighting criminality. They say that 
my methods are unorthodox and 
verge on the illegal.‖ 
 
My adherence to due process and the rule of law is 
uncompromising. 

 
You mind your work and I will mind mine. 
 

 

Photo courtesy of: http://pcoo.gov.ph 
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―Malasakit. Tunay na Pagbabago. Tinud-anay nga Kausaban (Compassion. Real change.)‖ – these are words which 
catapulted me to the presidency. These slogans were conceptualized not for the sole purpose of securing the votes of the 
electorate. ―Tinud-anay nga kabag-uhan. Mao kana ang tumong sa atong pang-gobyerno (Real change. This is the 
direction of our government).‖ 
 
Far from that. These were battle cries articulated by me in behalf of the people hungry for genuine and meaningful 
change. But the change, if it is to be permanent and significant, must start with us and in us. [applause] 
 
To borrow the language of F. Sionil Jose, we have become our own worst enemies. And we must have the courage and 
the will to change ourselves. 
 

―As a lawyer and a former prosecutor, I know the limits of the 
power and authority of the president. I know what is legal and 
what is not.‖ 
 
Love of country, subordination of personal interests to the common good, concern and care for the helpless and the 
impoverished – these are among the lost and faded values that we seek to recover and revitalize as we commence our 
journey towards a better Philippines. The ride will be rough. But come and join me just the same. Together, shoulder to 
shoulder, let us take the first wobbly steps in this quest. 
 
There are two quotations from revered figures that shall serve as the foundation upon which this administration shall 
be built. 
 
―The test of government is not whether we add more to the abundance of those who have much; it is whether we 
provide for those who have little.‖ – Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
 
And from (Abraham) Lincoln I draw this expression: ―You cannot strengthen the weak by weakening the strong; You 
cannot help the poor by discouraging the rich; You cannot help the wage earner by pulling down the wage payer; You 
cannot further the brotherhood by inciting class hatred among men.‖ 
 
My economic and financial, political policies are contained in those quotations, though couched in general terms. Read 
between the lines. I need not go into specifics now. They shall be supplied to you in due time. 
 
However, there are certain policies and specifics of which cannot wait for tomorrow to be announced. 
 
Therefore, I direct all department secretaries and the heads of agencies to reduce requirements and the processing time 
of all applications, from the submission to the release. I order all department secretaries and heads of agencies to 
remove redundant requirements and compliance with one department or agency, shall be accepted as sufficient for all. 
 
I order all department secretaries and heads of agencies to refrain from changing and bending the rules government 
contracts, transactions and projects already approved and awaiting implementation. Changing the rules when the game 
is on-going is wrong. 
 
I abhor secrecy and instead advocate transparency in all government contracts, projects and business transactions from 
submission of proposals to negotiation to perfection and finally, to consummation. 
 
Do them and we will work together. Do not do them, we will part sooner than later. 
 
On the international front and community of nations, let me reiterate that the Republic of the Philippines will honor 
treaties and international obligations. 
 
On the domestic front, my administration is committed to implement all signed peace agreements in step with 
constitutional and legal reforms. 
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I am elated by the expression of unity among our Moro brothers and leaders, and the response of everyone else to my 
call for peace. 
 

I look forward to the participation of all 
other stakeholders, particularly our 
indigenous peoples, to ensure inclusivity 
in the peace process. 
 
Let me remind in the end of this talk, that 
I was elected to the presidency to serve 
the entire country. I was not elected to 
serve the interests of any one person or 
any group or any one class. I serve every 
one and not only one. 
 
That is why I have adapted as an article of 
faith, the following lines written by 
someone whose name I could no longer 
recall. He said: ―I have no friends to serve, 
I have no enemies to harm.‖ 
 

―On the international 
front and community 
of nations, let me 

reiterate that the Republic of the Philippines will honor treaties 
and international obligations. On the domestic front, my 
administration is committed to implement all signed peace 
agreements in step with constitutional and legal reforms.‖ 
 
Prescinding there from, I now ask everyone, and I mean everyone, to join me as we embark on this crusade for a better 
and brighter tomorrow. 
 
But before I end, let me express the nations, on behalf of the people, our condolences to the Republic of Turkey of what 
has happened in the place. We offer our deepest condolences. 
 
Why am I here? Hindi kasali ito diyan (This is not part of my speech). The past tense was, I am here because I love my 
country and I love the people of the Philippines. I am here, why? Because I am ready to start my work for the nation. 
 
Thank you and good afternoon. 
 
Sources: Presidential Communications Office and 
 
http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/793344/full-text-president-rodrigo-duterte-inauguration-speech#ixzz4D2VarrMB  

 
 
 

 

Photo Courtesy of: Malacanang Photo Bureau 
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Pampublikong paaralan, inalala’t pinahalagahan  
ng anak ng magsasaka sa Isabela na si Butuyan 
 
 

Joel Ruiz Butuyan 
 

I grew up in the 1970s in a small provincial town where kids from poor, middle-income, and rich families all went to 
the same public elementary school. I have fond memories of and give profuse words of praise to the excellent and 
dedicated teachers who molded our impressionable young minds. 
 
(Lumaki ako noong mga 1970 sa isang maliit na bayan sa probinsya kung saan ang mga batang galing sa mga 
pamilyang mahihirap, may katamtamang kita, at mayayaman ay pare-parehong tumungo sa pampublikong 
mababang paaralan. Nakaaantig sa damdamin ang aking mga alaala at binibigyan ko ng labis-labis na salita ng 
pagpupuri ang mga napakahuhusay at mga dedikadong guro na huminang sa aming mga impresyonable at 
murang kaisipan.) 
 
Nowadays, parents will go to great lengths of financial somersaulting to send their children to private schools. There is 
now an unspoken feeling of embarrassment when one can only afford to send one‘s kids to a public school. 
 
(Sa kasalukuyang panahon, susuungin ng mga magulang, gaanumang kasidhi, ang anumang maaaring 
pagkakitaan para maipada ang kanilang mga anak sa mga pribadong paaralan. Mayroon na ngayong di-mabigkas 
na pakiramdam na hiya kapag nakayanan lamang ng isa na magpaaral ng mga anak sa pampublikong paaralan.) 
 
Public schools have become the no-choice destination of children whose parents cannot afford private schools. But we 
cannot blame parents whose aspiration is to provide their children with the best education. 
 

 
 
(Naging destinasyon ang mga pampublikong paaralan ng mga batang ang mga magulang ay hindi kayang 
tustusan ang kanilang pag-aaral sa mga pribadong paaralan. Ngunit hindi natin masisisi ang mga magulang na 
may aspirasyong bigyan ng pinakamagandang edukasyon ang kanilang mga anak.) 
 
The decline in the quality of education in our public schools needs to be addressed not merely with a lengthening of the 
years of schooling but, more crucially, with an investment of considerable resources to improve the quality of those 
lengthened years. (Something should also be said about the philanthropy of business tycoons who make huge 
donations to top universities, where school buildings are named after them. A more earnest demonstration of 
philanthropy would be to channel donations to state universities in the provinces, where improving lives through 
academic empowerment will create the biggest impact.)  
 
[Marapat lamang lutasin ang pagbagsak ng kalidad ng edukasyon sa ating mga pampublikong paaralan hindi 
lamang sa pagdadagdag ng mga taon sa pag-aaral kundi, mas krusyal pa, maging sa pamumuhunan sa malalaking 
resources upang maiangat ang kalidad sa naidagdag na mga taon. (Meron ding dapat masabi tungkol sa 
pilantropiya ng mga malalaking negosyanteng may di-matatawarang donasyon sa mga nangungunang 
pamantasan, kung saan nakapangalan sa kanila ang mga gusaling pampaaralan. Mas masidhing pagpapakita ng 
pilantropiya ang i-channel o idaan ang mga donasyon sa mga pang-estadong pamantasan sa mga probinsya, kung 
saan ang pagpapaginhawa ng mga buhay sa pamamagitan ng akademikong pagpapapalakas o empowerment ay 
lilikha ng pinakamalaking epekto.)] 
 
The proliferation of private schools as a hugely profitable line of business—with even business moguls competing to 
acquire private schools—is a testament to the deterioration in the quality of learning provided by our public schools. 
 



megamanilascene.wordpress.com | Vol 1 Issue 4 

 

8   

   

 

(Ang mga nag-uusbungang pribadong paaralan bilang isang masyadong napagkakakitaang linya ng negosyo – na 
mayroon ring mga nagkokompetisyong malalaking negosyante para makakuha ng mga pribadong paaralan – ay 
isang katibayan ng pagpangit ng kalidad ng pagtuturong naibibigay ng ating mga pampublikong paaralan.) 
 

This is most unfortunate because education provides the only means available for poor children to somehow level the 
playing field with rich children. 
 

(Lubhang nakalulungkot ito sapagkat edukasyon lamang ang nakapagbibigay ng paraan na bukas para sa mga 
batang mahihirap upang kahit papaano‟y makapantay sila sa pakikipagtagisan sa mga batang mayayaman.) 
 

We are brought into this world with an unequal distribution of blessings and bad fortune. Some are born to rich 
families, and many others are born to families mired in grinding poverty. Some are born to irresponsible parents, 
others are born to exemplary parentage. Some are born with exceptional talent, others are born with extraordinary grit. 
The illustrations of how we arrive in this world with uneven benediction and misfortune can be endless. 
 

(Dinala tayo sa mundong ito na may di-pantay na distribusyon ng mga pagpapala at masamang kapalaran. 
Ipinanganak ang iba sa mga pamilyang mayayaman, at meron namang isinilang sa mga pamilyang lugmok sa 
kahirapan. May ibang ipinanganak ng mga iresponsableng magulang, ang iba‟y isinilang na may kahanga-
hangang kapamilya‟t kamag-anakan. Sumibol ang iba na may napakagandang angking talento, yung iba‟y 
isinilang na pagkagaling-galing. Maaaring walang katapusan ang mga ilustrasyon kung paano tayo dumating sa 
mundong ito na may di-patas na benediksyon at pangit na kapalaran.) 

 
Education enables those who are born with hard luck 
to have a fair chance at overcoming the misfortune 
that life has unfairly given them. Of course, there are 
those who never had adequate education but, 
through determination and street smarts, were able 
to build business empires; however, we can count 
their number with our fingers. 
 

(Edukasyon ang nagbibigay ng patas na 
pagkakataon sa mga di-masyadong pinalad noong 
sila‟y isilang upang makaahon sa kapalarang bigay 
ng kanilang buhay.)  
 

Education has enabled and will continue to enable 
multitudes of people to escape poverty. Education is 
poverty‘s most effective antidote. 
 

(Edukasyon ang nagbigay at patuloy na 
magbibigay sa maraming tao upang makaagpas sa 
paghihikahos. Edukasyon ang pinakamabisang 
lunas o antidote sa kahirapan.) 
 

Many of our landless forefathers were able to break 
free of the poverty that shackled their ancestors to 
miserable lives because they obtained quality 
education that equipped them with the skills and 
know-how to fashion better lives for themselves.  
 

(Marami sa mga ninu-ninuan nating walang lupa 
ang nakaahon sa kahirapang pumiit sa mga ninuno 
natin sa miserableng buhay dahil nakatamasa sila 
ng de-kalidad na edukasyon na nag-armas ng mga 

kakayanan at kaalaman para sila makapamuhay 
nang mas maginhawa.) 

 

 

Picture of poverty at maiden issue, June 5 
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Education remains the only ticket available for poor children to escape the cycle of hardship. 
 
(Nananatiling edukasyon ang tiket na bukas para sa mga batang mahihirap upang matakasan ang siklo ng 
pagdarahop.) 
 
Our politicians should realize that no matter how bountiful the treasures they leave to their children and 
grandchildren, material wealth can disappear in an instant because of irresponsibility, sickness, business reversal, and 
other life uncertainties that can make their descendants join the ranks of the poor. 
 
(Dapat mapagtanto ng mga pulitiko natin na gaano man kalago ang kayamanang iiwan nila sa kanilang mga anak 
at mga apo, madali ring maglalaho ang materyal na yaman dahil sa kawalang-responsibilidad, karamdaman, 
pagbabagong-takbo ng negosyo, at iba pang kawalang katiyakan na maaaring maging sanhi upang mapabilang sa 
mga mahihirap ang kanilang lahi.) 
 
And when these descendants get mired in the quicksand of poverty, it will be close to impossible for them to claw their 
way back to prosperity without a good education. Deprived of resources to attend private schools, they will suffer their 
forefathers‘ neglect of the public school system. 
(At „pag nalugmok sa kumunoy ng kahirapan ang kalipi nilang ito, malapit sa imposible na makabalik pa sila sa 
kasaganaan nang walang magandang edukasyon. Napagkaitan ng resources para makadalo sa mga pribadong 
paaralan, sila‟y daranas ng kapabayaan ng kanilang mga ninuno sa sistema ng paaralang pampubliko.) 
 
Investing in an excellent public school system is the only way for those who are born into poverty, and those who fall 
from wealth to poverty, to have a fresh start at competing for life‘s bountiful rewards. It is the tried and tested key to 
solving poverty. 
 
(Ang pamumuhunan sa ekselenteng sistema ng paaralang pampubliko ang tanging paraan para sa mga 
ipinanganak sa kahirapan, at sa mga nalaglag mula yaman patungong hirap, na magkaroon ng bagong simula at 
pakikihamok sa mga magagandang gantipala ng buhay. Ito ang subok na subok na susi sa pagtugon sa kahirapan.) 
 
Orihinal na isinulat sa “Flea Market of Ideas” ni Philippine Daily Inquirer columnist Joel Ruiz 
Butuyan noong ika-27 ng Hunyo 2016. Tunghayan ang kabuuan ng kolum ni Atty. Butuyan, isa sa 
mga anak ng retiradong guro sa pampublikong paaralan at magsasaka mula Isabela, sa 
http://opinion.inquirer.net/95388/key-solving-poverty. Pagsasalin sa Filipino ni DC Alviar. 
 

 
 

Gen. Bato welcomes more 
drug ‘pushers’ voluntarily 
surrendering, asks prayers 

 
Incoming Philippine National Police commander Chief Supt. 
Ronald ―Bato‖ de la Rosa expressed confidence that more and 
more people involved in the illegal trade of shabu, drugs 
dependents included, are surrendering to authorities, and asked 
prayers from the public so that he and President Rodrigo Duterte 
would succeed. 
 
Asked by GMA-7 on the eve of the President‘s inauguration to 
comment why it is only now that the police are more proactively 
campaigning against drugs, the young general who had ―vast police 
work experience in Davao‖, responded: ―Duterte factor…yeah, fear 
factor.‖ 
 

Fear Factor: Duterte’s ‘3-6 months’ GMA-7 

http://opinion.inquirer.net/95388/key-solving-poverty
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Dela Rosa exhorted some more shabu traders: ―Sige lang, tuloy lang po sa pagsuko, at sayang naman…magsisimula na 
tayo, dalawang tulog na lang.‖ 
 
He said that some of his fellow policemen have ―just started‖ but officially, he would lead an intensive drive against 
drugs nationwide in a day or two (as of this writing). 
 
―Don‘t abandon us (on our efforts)… Please pray for us,‖ Dela Rosa requested viewers of State of the Nation with 
Jessica Soho. DCA 
 
 
 

 
Kontra-droga kinasa, kilalang tulak ng shabu 

sa San Pedro’t Biñan, patay sa engkwentro 
 
 
SAN PEDRO CITY, Laguna – Nanlaban sa pulisya at napatay ang kilalang tulak umano ng shabu sa mga Lungsod 
ng San Pedro at Biñan, Laguna sa isang engkwentro noong ika-23 ng Hunyo. 
 
Tinutukan at nakibalita sa telebisyon ang mga kalugar ni Allan Naval upang malaman at mamukhaan kung kilala nga 
nila ang pinaghinalaang tulak ng droga.  
 
Nakakalaro pa nila si Naval sa basketbol, banggit ng iba. 
 
Tiklo muna siya sa buy-bust na isinagawa sa katirikan ng araw at maraming tao dahil napakalapit ng tirahan ni Naval 
sa talipapa sa dating riles ng tren na may tahimik na pamayan sa tinatawag ring ―Taas‖ sapagkat napapagitnaan at nasa 
tuktok ang pook-Maligaya ng mga subdibisyong Chrysanthemum at Olympia. 
 
Dumarami ang boluntaryong sumusuko na sangkot sa ipinagbabawal na gamot dahil sa takot na mapatay sa operasyon 
ng Philippine National Police na may pahayag noong isang linggo na higit 50 katao na ang napatay sa pinaigting na 
kontra-droga. Sa sumunod na linggo, higit 100 na ang bilang. 
 
Nasa iba‘t ibang panig ng Mega Manila ang pinaigting na kampanya, kabilang ang Meycauayan, Bulacan at Taguig City. 
 
Sa Visayas at Mindanao rin nagaganap ang matindi at madugong aksyon ng pulisya. Nagpahayag na ng pagkabahala si 
Senate President Franklin Drilon sa kanyang nababalitaang pagpatay sa mga napaghihinalaang tulak ng droga sa Iloilo, 
bagamat sumusuporta siya sa pagtutok ng papaupong administrasyon hinggil sa peace and order. 
 
Nauna nang tumutol sa mga pagpatay ang Commission on Human Rights. Inoobserba raw ang karapatang pantao sa 
lahat ng oras; kung ang mga nahatulan ngang guilty beyond reasonable doubt ay hindi pinapatay, iyon pa kayang 
kahuhuli pa lamang. 
 
―In 3-6 months,‖ malalansag ang droga (at iba pang krimen) sa pangako ni Mayor Duterte noong tumatakbo siya sa 
halalang pampanguluhan. At noon ngang ika-9 ng Mayo, siya ang pinili ng nakararami. DC Alviar 
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Armed Conflict and Neoliberalism 
(2nd and last part) 

 
DC Alviar 

As a whole, the United States‘ role in the armed conflict – this time involving ISIS – is truly there. My two-minute 

remark in front of my good Muslim friend was a mere effort on my part to really avoid further discussions as my office 

manager was roughly 20 steps away from us. But I honestly wanted to add the point about the present-day role of the 

United States‘ federal government in the armed conflict. And I prefer not to comment on whether or not ISIS is an 

American invention to some degree. 

(I also feel the pain of American people in the USA and in all places, one of them once became my prayer partner. Now 

I‘m talking about the relatively bad role of their government, hoping and praying that it will also turn into an 

enormously potential role for their government to correct past mistakes.) 

Initially tackling the ―end‖ of neoliberalism, Ceceña noted: ―People rebelled against the advance of capitalism, blocking 

the ways that were taking it towards even greater appropriation. Armed insurgencies impeded access to the rainforest; 

civil revolts put an end to the building of dams, to intensive mining, to the construction of heavy-load roads, to the 

privatisation of oil and gas, and to the monopolisation of water. The market, by itself, was not able to defeat those 

people who were already out of its reach because they had been expelled; and from there, from the non-market, they 

were struggling for human and natural life, for life‘s essential elements, for another relationship with nature, for an end 

to the pillaging.‖ 
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ISIS‘ control of oil fields in Iraq and Syria makes it difficult for the United States‘ intention to work with allies 

(including or excluding, well, Japan). Please also read ―The Scary Amount of Oil Money ISIS Makes Every Day‖ by The 

Daily Signal news producer. She reported: ―The oil revenue, which amounts to nearly $100 million each month, allows 

ISIS to fund its military and terrorist attacks — and to attract more recruits from around the world.‖ 

Conspiracy theorists‘ usual claim is at it again: ―It's all about the oil.‖ Which leads me to say I hardly understand what‘s 

going on right now and will continue to try to find it all out. My friends in Saudi Aramco know a lot about oil issues but, 

more often than not, they don‘t take sides. I‘m sorry, folks. 

One more thing: the non-public sphere. Let‘s replay Ceceña‘s two related sentences: ―It is not a matter simply of the 

privatising of certain components of state activities, but of a rupture with any real sense of the state. Transferring the 

use of violence from the state to the non-public sphere puts justice in private hands and annuls the rule of law.‖ 

Is the Internet a non-public sphere? Is the ―Islamic State‖ of ISIL/ISIS also a non-public sphere? 

Based on my readings (on public sphere), non-public sphere refers to an institution or an individual who has no ―public 

authority.‖ A "private individual" is excluded from public authority because s/he has no office. 

There‘s also a principle of supervision, a means of transforming the nature of power, not merely one basis of 

legitimation exchanged for another, according to Habermas et al (1964). Their observation was: ―In the first modern 

constitutions the catalogues of fundamental rights were a perfect image of the liberal model of the public sphere: they 

guaranteed the society as a sphere of private autonomy and the restriction of public authority to a few functions. 

Between these two spheres, the constitutions further insured the existence of a realm of private individuals assembled 

into a public body who as citizens transmit the needs of bourgeois society to the state, in order, ideally, to transform 

political into ‗rational‘ authority within the medium of this public sphere. The general interest, which was the measure 

of such a rationality, was then guaranteed, according to the presuppositions of a society of free commodity exchange, 

when the activities of private individuals in the marketplace were freed from social compulsion and from political 

pressure in the public sphere… The press remained an institution of the public itself, effective in the manner of a 

mediator and intensifier of public discussion, no longer a mere organ for the spreading of news but not yet the medium 

of a consumer culture.‖ 

The Internet, therefore, is a public sphere, while the ISIL/ISIS‘ ―Islamic State‖ isn‘t. We leave to another discussion the 

―Islamic State‘s‖ use of the Internet in its activities. 

In the Philippines, society contributes to the strengthening of the rule of law and holding of public officials and 

institutions accountable. Its highest law of the land is the constitution. This is entirely different from Saudi Arabia, 

which has no constitution by the way. 
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A mere abuse of discretion by a Philippine authority, if tried in Philippine courts of law, is not illegal. To make it illegal,  
it must be ―a grave abuse of discretion.‖ Any exercise by a Philippine 

authority within the law means it falls within the public sphere. (A word of 

caution: What is legal may not necessarily be moral.) 

STILL, DEBATE ON DEATH PENALTY 

Twenty two years ago I was against capital punishment and became an 

editorial writer of a high school paper critical to such kind of ―administration 

of justice,‖ the last execution method of which was by lethal injection. 

I wasn‘t sure that the death penalty during the time was a proven deterrent 

to future murders and heinous crimes, but until now I remain cold to 

proposals to reimpose it. If you‘re here in the Middle East putting doubts 

and asking why death penalty is not being abolished, you better listen to the 

live-stream of the Philippines‘ 97.9 Love Radio which has a replay after 

replay of its slogan ―Kailangan Pa Bang I-memorize Yan.‖ 

My paper‘s anti-death penalty editorial may have won the hearts of national 

schools press conference judges in Baguio, but not the heart of Leo 

Echagaray who, six years after I wrote it, got the injection nevertheless and 

told witnesses in his last words: ―Sambayanang Pilipino, patawarin ako sa 

kasalanang ipinaratang ninyo sa akin. Pilipino, pinatay ng kapwa Pilipino." 

Theodore Te could no longer tell his client that further executions were to be 

downgraded to jail terms as Echagaray already got killed as a matter of 

dispensation of justice. 

Learning the lesson derived from the losing lawyer who said he was 

―ashamed as a Filipino‖ because the Supreme Court didn‘t listen to the cause 

of saving his client‘s life from an irreversible judicial error but now takes the 

helm as the Court‘s official spokesman, I cannot easily jump into concluding 

that the Fallen 44 in Mindanao and people burned to death and beheaded in 

an ―Islamic State‖ were victims of neoliberalism. Nor can I also agree at this 

point that the two particular armed conflicts were a systemic crisis of 

neoliberal capitalism. 

Ceceña outstandingly analyzed inextricable connections between 

neoliberalism and armed conflict as she was co-writer of respective pieces 

for Development Dialogue 51. The journal contributor did indicate such links 

to that of the armed conflict (involving an ―Islamic State‖ and a Mindanao-

based militia group), or didn‘t she? 

Now that I‘m 37 years old, have I helped end neoliberalism? You and I are 

the Ceceñas, and we can still see people rebel against the advance of 

capitalism, armed insurgencies impede access to the rainforest, and civil 

revolts try to put an end to intensive mining. 
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CHED Extends Conference Fellowships to the 30th 
Asian Association of Open Universities Conference 
 
The Commission on Higher Education (CHED) endorses the Asian Association of Open Universities (AAOU) 
Conference hosted by the University of the Philippines Open University (UPOU). For the 2nd time in its 30th year, the 
conference will run from 26-29 October 2016 at Crowne Plaza Manila Galleria, Manila, Philippines. CHED will be 
awarding conference fellowships to interested participants which will cover the conference fee. This fellowship is open 
to both public and private higher education institutions (HEIs). 
 
―Open Education in Asia: Changing Perspectives‖ is the overarching theme of the four-day event which will be joined 
by a passel of local and international speakers to share the developments and best practices in academic leadership in 
Open and Distance e-Learning (ODeL), open education, open educational resources (OER), massive open online 
courses (MOOCs), digital and new media literacies, assessment of learning in ODeL, learning spaces and technologies 
in ODeL, learning analytics and learner support in ODeL, and quality assurance in ODeL. 
 
Applicants may submit the CHED signed certification to aaou2016secretariat@upou.edu.ph or fax to (049)-536-6013 
on or before 15 August 2016. 
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Mega Ronda sa Isports (Pagpapatuloy) 
 

Sa umaasang madaragdagan ang tropeo noong 1986 sa Diliman, pang-background sa mga selfie ng mga Iskolar ng 
Bayan, walang nakaaalam kung not-enough-fighting UP Maroons pa rin sa bagong coach nilang si Bo Perasol, alumnus 
ng UP na naunang nagturo kina Kiefer Ravena at mga Atenistang huling nagkampeon noong panahon pa ni ex-coach 
Norman Black. 
 

Sa halos tatlong dekada, tinututukan parati ang NCAA at UAAP kahit hindi sila commercial leagues dahil sa kanila 
nagmumula ang mga katulad ni Benjie Paras, ang una‘t hindi 
nasusundang rookie-MVP ng propesyunal na ligang PBA.  
 

May mangilan-ngilan ding napabibilang sa talaan ng Pambansang 
Koponan sa Basketbol. Sa mga nagdaang buwan, puspusan ang 
paghahanda ng Gilas Pilipinas para masungit mismong ang 
kampeonato sa isang qualifying tournament na magiging tiket nila 
sa Rio Olympics. 
 

Ngayon na lamang naging napakaigting ang suporta ng mga 
negosyante sa Pambansang Koponan sa kabila ng pagiging 
paboritong laro ito ng mga Pilipino sa Pilipinas at sa buong mundo. 

Nakita ng mga negosyante ang kagandahan ng pamumuhunan sa 
mga basketbolistang nasa kolehiyo hanggang sa sila‘y makapag-pro 
at magkaroon ng pagkakataong sumabak sa pandaigdigang palaro, 
taas-noo‘t bitbit ang watawat ng Pilipinas. DC Alviar 
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Mega Ronda sa Isports  
NCAA umiinit; mga nag-ipon ng 
lakas bago mag-UAAP, sinu-sino? 
 

Umarangkada na ang gilas – hindi ng Gilas Pilipinas ‗pagkat marami pa 
silang kakaining bigas bago makapag oh oh Olympics – ng mga mag-
aaral-basketbolista sa pagsisimula ng matandang ligang NCAA. 
 

Hindi rin pahuhuli ang mga kababaihan sa volleyball at basketball dahil 
sa kani-kanyang kabilaang nilalahukang liga na televised din sa 5 at 23. 
 

At sa kauna-unahang pagkakataon, susubukan ng Arellano Chiefs na 
masungkit ang NCAA basketball championship dahil isa sila sa 
pinaniniwalaang mahirap malalaglag sa Final 4. Pumangalawa sila sa 
De La Salle Green Archers sa pre-season tournament na Filoil Flying V 
Premier Cup noong nakaraang buwan. 
 

Ngunit hindi basta-basta susuko ang defending champs Letran Knights 
at karibal na San Beda Red Lions para mamayagpag muli kaharap ang 
sandamukal na fans at alumni ng mga koponang ito sa pagpapatuloy ng 
mainit na sagupaan sa NCAA. 
 

Kung sa kabilang liga ang pag-uusapan – as if kinukulang sa usapang-
basketbol – aabangan ang dalawang laro sa two-round elims ng Ateneo-
La Salle, habang nasa mga kokote na ng defending UAAP titlists FEU 
Tamaraws kung paano paghahandaan ang ibayong lakas ng Adamson 
Falcons, UE Red Warriors, at NU Bulldogs. (Ituloy sa kabilang 
pahina) 
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